Impact of pulmonary rehabilitation team effort for ambulatory patients with chronic lung disease.
The pulmonary rehabilitation program at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Memphis, Tennessee, is a program consisting of an interdisciplinary team effort that is coordinated by a clinical pharmacist and focuses intensively on educating patients with chronic lung disease about their disease, the basics of care, and life style changes that may prevent acute illnesses and help the patient remain as functional as possible. Implementation of this program, including information and data on proposal and development of this preventive care program are included. The success has been measured in the accomplishment of its goals of decreasing inpatient acute care needs through patient and family education, increasing functional status of patients handicapped with lung disease, and increasing patients' satisfaction with their care.